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December  2016  

The purpose of the Society is to stimulate interest, provide education 

and enable exchange of information among those interested in the 

culture of orchids in all its aspects.  
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Mark Your Calendar 
FLOS Events: 

December 11: FLOS Holiday Par ty at the Tower  Club (see pages 3 & 4) 

January 9 : Jose Esposito from Soroa Orchids will speak on Cattelya culture.   

January 20, 21 & 22: Annual FLOS Show & Sale (see the poster  above) 

February 13: Mike Owen, Wildlife Ranger at Fakahatchee Strand Preserve - Florida 

 State Park. Mike will update us on the Cuban orchid re-introduction project 

 FLOS is helping to sponsor. 

March 13: Tom Bajza—growing cool orchids in south Florida 

Community Events: 

December 2-3: Bonnet House Orchid and Plant Sale, Bonnet House,  Sunr ise 

Blvd and AIA  

January 13-15—Tamiami International Orchid Festival 
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There is still time to reserve your seat for the 

FLOS Holiday Party! Contact Ginny Salus at: 

954-532-7637  

ginny@salus.onmicrosoft.com 

Our Annual Show GALAXY OF OCHIDS   

January 20-22, 2017 

Our 2017 Show and Sale is now less than 2 months away 

and the Show Committee's final preparation countdown is 

well under way.  The War Memorial is booked, vendors are 

invited, presale tickets are printed, the Billboard for I95 is 

set, radio and newspaper advertising is being booked, pre-

view party details are being finalized and our ad is on the 

new War Memorial marquis. We are super excited !!  

What can you do?  

You should be identifying and grooming a few orchids that 

will be in bloom on Thursday January 19th. The AOS judg-

es on that morning will be 

selecting an orchid, grown by one of us, that is 

judged the Best in Show.  Judging is for flowers only 

and a beautiful clean insect free plant is essen-

tial.  This is the third year for this honor and a cash 

prize of $250.00!   

You can be selling or gifting all your presale show 

tickets and turning in the money (to Ginny Salus) for 

a Preview Party entrance ticket.  Those of you who 

have been to THE party know that this is your first 

opportunity to select the best orchids vendors have to 

offer and enjoy 4 hours in a Galaxy of Orchids!  For 

those of you who are attending for the first time, the 

party also has wonderful food, beautiful music and a 

fun time with friends and the opportunity to make 

new orchid friends.  (continued on page 2) C. walkeriana semi-alba 

Omar Gonzalez 
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Our speaker for our November meeting was Brian Monk DVM, of the 
Blu Llama Orchids in Naples, FL.  Brian’s passion for orchids started 
when his mother took him to an orchid show when he was 12, he 
has been growing orchids ever since.  He began growing in his back-
yard and then moved to 4000 square foot greenhouse where he 
worked on creating Cymbidium hybrids and now has recently moved 
to Naples and started the Blu Llama Orchids. Blu Llama offers fine 
hybrids, lab services, flasking services and photography.  His photo-

graphs which been seen in the AOS Magazine and at the World Orchid Conference are available 
on his website.  

He began the talk by asking why should we try to get Cymbidiums to grow here is south Flori-
da?  The reason is that are handsome plants, excellent growers, have a large number flowers and 
are fragrant. The creation of heat tolerant Cymbidium now allows us to have these orchids in our 
collections. What is a heat tolerant hybrid? The standard Cymbidiums need nights that are less 
than 60 degrees, but the heat tolerant will flower with temperatures in the 80’s making them 
able to grow here.  Brian went over what it takes to have them grow and flower here.  

 Cymbidiums are humus epiphytes; they live in the layer of fallen leaves and plants at the bottom 
of the forest. For potting, plastic pots with an absorbent mixture is the best to retain moisture. 
Good air flow is needed with excellent drainage and they don’t like to be overpotted. The best 
pot for them is a deep tall pot with large drain holes.  Potting medium should be a mix of bark 
and inorganic material like clay beads of a medium texture.  The larger the pot the larger the 
texture of the medium should be.  These plants need very bright light at Vanda levels with heavy 
feeding and watering.  The water quality is important rain water, or filter water being the best.  

Brian finished up the talk with some of his photos of examples heat tolerant cymbidiums.  He also 
had a table of some young plants that were from his collection so we could all try and grow some 
of these lovely plants.  (Loren Colburn) 

November Speaker: Brian Monk 
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Blc. Cornerstone ’compass’ - Jeff Tucker 

  Paph. Makali x Paph Maudaie  - Zoe Bejar 

(Show news continued from Page 1) You have the chance to be a part of the 2nd largest Orchid Show in 

the Continental US by signing up to be a volunteer.    

Starting on Tuesday morning at 8:00AM we begin transforming the War Memorial from an empty 

building to our Beautiful show with vendor displays containing over 10,000 orchids.  You can 

sign up to help mark out the floor identifying where the exhibits and displays begin and 

end.  You can then help bring in and distribute 1000 plants that the vendors use as background in 

their individual displays. Starting Tuesday at noon, exhibitors can begin building their displays and 

sales areas. You can assist them in bringing materials and plants into the building. Vendors continue 

creating all day Wednesday from 8:00AM till 11:00PM. It’s so much fun to watch and pitch in 

where needed.  As you may or may not know our show is one of the few remaining in the country 

that requires all vendors to create displays of at least 100 sq. feet.  We are so very special... you can 

be so proud! 

  

Thursday morning begins with AOS judging of plants and displays and continues till midafter-

noon.  If you are interested in some of the details of how AOS judging works, volunteering as a clerk 

for judging may be for you.  This is a very popular volunteer position and we are almost full up 

for clerking.  Thursday evening is our preview party and we are open to the public Friday morning at 

10:00 AM. 

  

Michael Schaberl is the person to contact to volunteer over the weekend for a variety of positions.  It 

is fun to be a part of something so beautiful and we need you to be there. You can contact Michael at 

michaelschaberl@comcast.net, 954-764-1239 or feel free to speak to him at the Holiday Party at the 

Tower Club on Sunday December 11th.  We are a Great society and have wonderful events all year 

long.  Be an active member, share who you are with us, we are better with you involved !! 

Bulb. careyanum—Chris Crepage 

Bc maikai—Zoe Bejar 
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Members’ Page Welcome to our new members: 
Sue & Chuck Greig   

Rocco Basilica 

Debra Markel & Maddy Lombardi  

Debie Litchmore 

Opportunities To Get Involved 
Now is the time for you to start thinking about the days you plan to volun-

teer at the show (sign up boards will be available at the January meeting) 

and to start grooming your $250.00 prize winning AOS Judged orchid and 

collecting the honor of growing the BEST orchid by a hobbyist.  What a 

wonderful honor for any orchid grower! To volunteer or ask questions 

please contact Michael Schaberl: michaelschaberl@comcast.net 

Keiki Club News  
The picture-perfect South Florida Sunday afternoon of 

November 13th found about 27 of our Keikies congre-

gating once again!  This time they were hosted by the 

gracious Gustavo Valverde, proprietor of Green Valley 

Orchids in Oakland Park.  Gus grows his plants right in 

his backyard mostly under shade cloth and he has a col-

lection of exceptionally large blooming orchids that are a 

sight to behold!  He treated the group to a demonstration 

of how he goes about dividing some of these humongous 

plants and some of the Keikis were able to assist him and 

work hands-on helping to create divisions of his enor-

mous Brsdm. longlen 'Bill Switzer'.  This was the second 

of two of these orchids and he had many divisions of the 

first for sale.  The Keikis were able to take advantage of 

purchasing lovely orchids from his other "for sale" plants 

as well.  Gus answered a myriad of questions and the 

Keikis walked away, yet again, with new information, 

new plants and eager to apply what they learned to their 

own personal collections.  Gus also has a very large, 

glorious cattleya which he will be dividing soon and the 

Keikis will be alerted if anyone would like to return to 

purchase a division. Thank you so much, Gus, for invit-

ing us and for sharing your growing secrets with us! 

 

There will be no meetings for the Keikis in December or 

January because of the Christmas Party and the show. 

We hope all Keikis will be signing up to volunteer their 

services at the show and participate as much as possi-

ble.  Thus, ends the first year of the newly inaugurated 

Keiki Club and it was really amazing.  We are so grateful 

to all those who hosted the group during the past several 

months!  It is because of your gracious generosity that 

the Keiki Club has come together as a continued viable 

way for new members of FLOS  to become acquainted 

with one another as well as their hosts and to gather and 

glean techniques to help them be successful growers.   

 

The next meeting will take place in February at the home 

of Zoe Bejar.  More details will follow after the show in 

January.  If there is anyone who would like to host the 

Keikis at their greenhouse or growing area next year, 

please let us know! 

 

Tony Millet   

(axxmillet@gmail.com)  

 

Jill Smith  

(jsmith8146@comcast.net) 

Blc. Cornerstone ’compass’ Jeff Tucker Blue 

Bulb. careyanum Chris Crepage Blue 

Ceratostylis rubra Rick Bellas Blue 

Clowestum Maeve* Randall Clyde Blue 

Cochleanthes amazonica ‘4N’ Chris Crepage Blue 

Cym. simulans var aurea Tin Ly Blue 

Paph. Makali x Paph Maudaie Zoe Bejar Blue 

Rhyncholaelia digbyana Zoe Bejar Blue 

V. Taweesuka? X V. sanderiana Norma Jeanne Flack Blue 

Ascocenda Kuluadee Fragrance Omar Gonzalez Red 

Blc. Goldenzelle ‘Frank Smith’               ? Red 

Bulb. Elizabeth Ann Bukleberry  

FCC/AOS 
Chris Crepage Red 

C. walkeriana semi-alba Omar Gonzalez Red 

Catasetum Sue Bottom* Sue Dohn Red 

Howeara Lava Burst’Purnani’ Olivier Turina Red 

Oncidium noid Zoe Bejar Red 

Bc. Maikai Tin Ly Culture 

Blc. Memoria Anna Balmores Jeff Tucker Culture 

C. Bob Betts Tony Millet Culture 

Dendrobium compactum Vicki Hallock Culture 

*denotes Registered Hybrid 

November Ribbons 
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C. Bob Betts—Tony Millet Blc. Cornerstone ’compass’ - Jeff Tucker 

mailto:michaelschaberl@comcast.net
mailto:axxmillet@gmail.com
mailto:jsmith146@comcast.net
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 Marketplace 
Please support our advertisers. They help pay for 

the expense of this newsletter. 

Thank you to our kitchen volunteers: Kathy Homann, Deb Johnson & Fran Renguso. 

Refreshments were provided by: John & Ann Bernard, Brian Boyle, Gigi Granger, Deb Johnson, Fran Renguso, Kathy 

Homann, Norma Jeanne Flack, Vicki Trank, Zoe Bejar, Carrie Ackerman 

Fort Lauderdale 
Orchid Society 

Regular Meetings: Second Monday of each month 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Place: Christ Lutheran Church Social Hall 
1955 East Oakland Park Blvd. 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 
 
Directions: From I 95 take East Oakland Park Blvd. for 2.4 miles, 
turn left on NE 20th Ave. Or take US -1 (Federal Hwy.) to Oakland 
Park Blvd. west for two blocks, turn north on NE 20th Ave. 
Park in the rear of the church which is on the NW corner of Oak-
land Park Blvd. and NE 20th Ave. 
 
President: Joan Connors 
1st Vice President: Gigi Granger 
2nd Vice President: Rich Ackerman 
Recording Sec.: Zoe Bejar 
Corresponding Sec.: Les Corbin 
Treasurer: Brian Boyle 
Newsletter: Ginny Salus, Editor - 954-532-7637 
Website: www.FLOS.org 
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