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N E W S L E T T E R  

FLOS 2015 SHOW & SALE!!! 
WE NEED YOU ... To Sign Up As A Show Volunteer !!! 

It takes a village to raise a child and it takes lots of FLOS volunteers to Make our January 

Show a Success  !! Please join the fun and sign up on line (FLOS.org website - 2015 Show 

Volunteers at the top of the page above our logo) or call Michael Schaberl @ 954-764-1239. If 

you are not certain of your schedule now, please make it a point to attend our January meeting 

and sign up then. 

There are many fun and interesting positions available that can fit your schedule and we want 

you to be a part of the 3rd largest Orchid Show in the USA !! Every volunteer receives a free 

orchid for their participation.   

If you are not sure what exactly is involved in any of the open positions, please 

feel free to contact Michael to discuss. 

The $250.00 Prize money could be yours ! 

It's time to start grooming your orchids for our January Show.  The orchid entered by a hobbyist and judged the 

Best will receive the honor and a check for $250.00  !!  Our distinguished group of AOS judges will select the 

winning entry as part of their judging on Thursday morning January 22nd. 

So look at your collection, select a couple of potential prize winners that will be in bloom on that date, and bring 

them to the show for registration on Wednesday January 21st.  Its fun, Its exciting, and your efforts could be re-

warded with $250.00. 

Last years hobbyist award was given to a member of another society and ... this year .... bring in your orchids.... we 

want to bring that honor back to FLOS.  

A sign-up table will be at the next meeting,  go to FLOS.org, near the top of the page on the left click on ‘FLOS 

2015 Show Volunteers’  to sign-up or contact our President: Michael Schaberl: michaelschaberl@comcast.net,    

or 954-764-1239.                                                                                                                        

Be part of one of the most respected orchid shows in the country! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!! 

Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society 

SOCIETY EVENTS 
FLOS Holiday Party -- Dec. 14  
FLOS Annual Show & Sale  -Jan. 23, 24 & 25 
OFE International Orchid Supplies – Repotting – Feb 9  
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Bonnet House: Orchid, Garden & Gourmet Food Festival—Dec. 6 & 7 

HOMESTEAD RAMBLE 
The November Ramble was a great success for the orchid growers who went and the orchid growers 

who sold!!! The next Homestead Ramble will be in April 2015. Put it on your calendar! 
When:        April 11, 2015 
Meet:  Christ Lutheran Church 
 1955 East Oakland Park Blvd 
 Fort Lauderdale FL 33306 
Departs:  8:00 AM Sharp 

Returns: 4:00 PM 

Destinations:      Hennington Farms (John Sherwood) and others  

Cost:           $30.00 Per Person 

What to bring:    Bagged Lunch, box or crate to hold your purchases, water and juices will be 
  available on board bus. You may want to bring snacks for                     
  the ride. 

Drawings for FREE plants on the bus!  
Contact: Capt. Allen – 954.553.1351 or tacogar@gmail.com  Cirr. Elizabeth Ann Bucklebury AM/AOS –Tony Millet 

Dtps. Fusheng Sweet Paradise ‘Golden 

Leopard’ - Claire Garrett 
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Winterizing Your Orchids  
Pinecrest horticulturalist Craig Morrell shared his ideas on how to winterize orchids. He re-
minded us that not all plants grow all year long. Most orchids need to slow down their growth 
and go into a dormant state.  Craig recommends several steps to keep your collection healthy 
and alive. 

First, in October, we should have cut back on the nitrogen levels in our fertilizer mixture. 
Craig says, “When it is growing feed it, when it is not growing, don’t.” He suggests 
lowering the nitrogen levels in Aug/Sept 20/20/20 and further decrease to 
10/30/20 in Sept/Oct.  The higher phosphorus will encourage bigger pseudo bulbs 
and the higher potassium will strengthen roots and leaves. The idea is to stop new 
growth. New growth is susceptible to frost damage and pests. 

Second, reduce watering. He suggests cutting back with respect to the watering needs of 
the orchid. Less water encourages the plant to slow down.  

Third, treat your orchids systemically for insects.  Look in medium, on bulbs and under leaves for pests. 

Fourth, WATCH OUT FOR FUNGUS. Fungus loves these dewy 64°F mornings. Treat fungus with Dithane or manganese and zinc mixture to 
kill the spores.   

Finally, never cover with plastic tarp or clear plastic. Breathable blankets and sheets work well to protect plants on the nights the temperatures 
drop below 40°. Craig has also seen growers use insulation to wrap plants mounted on trees outside.  Non-fiberglass varieties are suggested, 
as they are more comfortable to work with.  My favorite suggestion was using Christmas tree lights (not LED) to wrap around the plant.  It 
goes along with the holiday decorations and it is an inexpensive way to heat your plants.  (Gigi Granger) 

 

This Jot form Dot Henley in 2010 seemed to be a good supplement to our November Program by Craig Morrell. 

Dot’s Jots from September 29th, 2010  
Getting Orchids Ready for Winter 

1. It’s time to group and move orchids that need little water away from the rest of your collection. Maybe you can hang 

them under an eve or high on a shaded fence that the sprinkler system doesn’t hit. 

2. Move adult orchids that haven’t bloomed in over a year into more, but probably not full, light. They won’t burn now 
and will adapt to increasing spring light. 

3. Group young plants and tender plants so you can bring them inside when the thermometer goes below 50. You won’t 

like finding your scattered Rhynchostylis and Vandaceous in the dark with a cold wind chilling you. Dendrobiums won’t 
die at 40- 50 degrees but they will drop leaves and will need a year to recover. 

4. If you can’t bring all your orchids inside if the temperatures are to be in the 30s or 40s assemble protection now for 

the plants you have to leave out. Fabric, but never plastic, covers over your plants will help and help even more if you 
have a soaker hose under the bench for vapor from our 70 degree tap water to rise and get trapped under the fabric. 

5. You can begin to repot in February. Look over your supplies and buy what you need early this winter. If you wait you 

take a chance that your supply vendor will be out of something you need. 

6. You can reduce the frequency of watering, and you can reduce the amount of fertilizer. Don’t even think about not 
fertilizing at all. After this summer cool weather sounds wonderful. It will be more enjoyable if you prepare. 
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FLOS MEMBERS’ CORNER 

Ribbon Winners For 

Opportunities To Get Involved 

New members: Steven White & Brian Faqua  

 volunteer for the FLOS Orchid Show 

 Remember to bring refreshment for our monthly meeting 

 While John Wrench is unavailable we need proof readers for the 

Newsletter— 

Bc. Maikai Louise Bob Bekoff Blue 

Cirr. Elizabeth Ann Bucklebury AM/AOS Tony Millet Blue 
Dtps. Fusheng Sweet Paradise ‘Golden Leopard’ Claire Garrett Blue 

Pelantheria insectifera Rich Ackerman Blue 

Pot. Marion Smith ‘Crystelle’ Carol Jones Blue 

V. Pachara Delight ‘Isabella’ AM/AOS Sue Dohn Blue 

Bpl. Golden Peacock ‘Sunkist’ Tin Ly Cultural 

Rlc. Memoria Anna Balmores ‘Convex’ Jeff Tucker Cultural 

Slc. Chinook ‘Red Warrior’ Tin Ly Cultural 

Bulb. sikkimense Vicki Hallock Red 

Where: The Tower Club  

         28th Floor, Regions Bank Building 

         One Financial Plaza (see back of this page for directions.) 

         100 SE 3rd. Ave 

         Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

When: December 14, 2014  

      6:00—10:00 PM  

How much: Members $40 - Guests $65  
Musical entertainment provided by SALVATORE FAZIO!!!!!!  

There will be a raffle and gifts!!!  

 The complete invitation can be found in the October and November FLOS Newsletter—or call Ginny Salus: 954-532-7837 

Blc. George King ‘Southern Cross’ 
Rich Ackerman 

Rlc. Memoria Anna Balmores ‘Convex’  
Jeff Tucker 
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This article from the AOS seems appropriate for  holiday gifts and FLOS Show purchases. 

Transporting Blooming Orchids 
By Susan Jones  

 
During this time of year unpredictable and often inhospitable winter weather makes transporting flowering orchids a 
tricky matter. A shock of cold, dry air can quickly damage and even blast an orchid bud or bloom, a particularly 
heartbreaking event if one is on the way to have the flower judged. When carrying your flowering plant to a show, 
home from a nursery, to judging or even to give as a holiday gift, taking a little bit of precaution against potential 
cold damage can prevent a lot of disappointment later on. 

An orchid’s flowers and buds, as the most vulnerable parts of the plant, are easily damaged by environmental stress. 

Some of the more cold-sensitive varieties may even drop leaves if the exposure and shock is of sufficient severity. 

Phalaenopsis and vandaceous orchids (neofinetias are a bit hardier than most, but their blooms are still sensitive) 
are among the least tolerant of chills. Other orchids that are most often affected include those with flowers of more 
delicate substance. The thicker, heavier and waxier an orchid’s floral tissues are, the more resistant to cold damage 
they will be. 

Tips from a Pro 
Long-time orchid grower, Connecticut Orchid Society member and one of 
the technical editors of Orchids magazine, Ann Jesup provided the follow-

ing savvy ideas for ways to minimize disaster en route to an orchid socie-
ty meeting, show or judging at a presentation to the Society. 

Start with a good quantity of packing materials, she advises. Have on 
hand a variety of boxes of different sizes, including some insulated 
Styrofoam boxes to shelter your plants from inclement weather. Padding 

is also important. she suggests waxed floss paper (also known as 
"spaghetti"), shredded paper, polyester batting and Styrofoam peanuts 

as useful materials. 

For protection against brief exposure to the elements, the plastic bags in 

which newspapers are delivered make an ideal sleeve to slip over a 
smaller plant. Dry-cleaning bags supported by wire hoops can help pro-
tect larger plants or those with tall inflorescences from freezing or drying 
out in winter weather. 

Insulating Plants 

 

Newspaper is an effective, easily available and inexpensive insulation 

material. If plants must remain in an unheated area for any length of 

time during inclement weather, a cardboard box lined with newspaper 

will help retain heat around the plant. Foam packing peanuts may be added to stabilize and protect the plant in the 

box, but provide little in the way of insulation or heat retention. 

For extreme situations in which prolonged exposure is anticipated, a heat pack can be placed under protective insu-
lation in the bottom of the box. Disposable chemical heat packs are available in different lengths of effectiveness — 
the most commonly available last six to eight hours, but other durations are available. They can be ordered on line 

(enter “disposable heat packs” into a search engine to find a vendor). Some orchid vendors who use them for ship-
ping may also be persuaded to sell some of their stock. 

Be sure to have plenty of boxes and packing 

material for transporting orchid plants. 
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Continued on page 5 

AOS Article continued from page 4 

Another consideration is staking your plant’s inflorescences. This can not only 
improve the overall appearance of the blooms, but will also help keep the 
spike and flowers stationary and less susceptible to injury during transporta-

tion. The proper time to stake an inflorescence is when the flowers are begin-
ning to develop. This helps ensure that the buds are oriented properly once 
they open. For aesthetics’ sake, Jesup suggests attempting to keep the stake 
unobtrusive. Placing the thinnest stake possible as close to the foliage as is 
practical helps to avoid distracting attention from the blooms themselves. 

Finally, when the temperature is low, warm up your vehicle in advance of 

transporting blooming orchids to minimize the length of time your plants will 

have to endure the chill temperatures. Plan your trip so the plants will spend 
the shortest possible time in transit, and never leave orchids sitting in a hot 
or cold car.  

Susan Jones was the editor of Awards Quarterly and assistant editor of Orchids. American Orchid 

Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray Beach, Florida 33446  

Reprinted from the JANUARY 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Or-

chid Society. Copyright American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org  

Bc. Maikai Louise—Bob Bekoff 

Pot. Marion Smith ‘Crystelle’ - Carol Jones 

 

C. Walkeriana tipo—Tony Millet 

Slc. Chinook ‘Red Warrior’ Tin Ly 

V. Pachara Delight ‘Isabella’ AM/AOS Sue Dohn 

BLC. Kittywake ‘Melody Fair’ - Tony Millet 



MARKETPLACE 

 

 

Regular Meetings: Second Monday of each month 

Time: 7:30 pm  

Place: Christ Lutheran Church Social Hall 

 1955 East Oakland Park Blvd. 

 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 

Directions:  From I 95 take East Oakland Park Blvd. for 2.4 miles, turn left on NE 20th Ave.  

Or take US -1 (Federal Hwy.) to Oakland Park Blvd. west for two blocks, turn north on NE 

20th Ave.  

Park in the  rear of the church which is on the NW corner of Oakland Park Blvd. and NE 

20th Ave.  

President:  Michael Schaberl 

1st Vice President: Joan Connors 

2nd Vice President: Gigi Granger 

Recording Sec.: Ginny Salus 

Corresponding Sec.: Saira Kaizad 

Treasurer:  Brian Boyle 

Newsletter:              Ginny Salus, Editor - 954-532-7637 

Web Site: www.flos.org 

Thank you kitchen volunteers Kathy Homann, Deb Johnson & Fran Renguso.  

Our  refreshments were provided by:   

Carrie Ackerman, Deb Johnson, Kathy Homann, Fran Renguso, Ginny Salus, Chris Crepage 

Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society 

PO Box 4677 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338 


